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Missions: Definition, goal and reasons 
Week 1 – January 8, 2023
I. WHAT IS MISSIONS?

Missions is the God-centered endeavor of the church to make Christ known to all the peoples of the world.

God-centered endeavor: Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 15:8-9

Of the church: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 13

To make Christ known: Romans 15:20

To all the peoples of the world: Matthew 28:18-20; Revelation 7:9-10

II. WHAT IS THE GOAL OF MISSIONS?

The goal of missions is the glory of God (Isaiah 40:25-26; 48:9-11; Ephesians 1:6,12,14)

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man…..Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory. The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God.” 

John Piper, Let the nations be glad, Page 35.

Core verses: Psalms 97:1; 67:3-4

III. WHAT ARE SOME REASONS FOR DOING MISSIONS?

· It is a command (Matthew 28:19-20).
· God promises to be with us (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:14).
· God opens doors for missions (2 Corinthians 2:12; Revelation 3:8).
· Christ died for people from all nations (John 10:16; 1 John 2:2; Matthew 24:31; Revelation 5:9).
· Christ promises to build his church (Matthew 16:18).
· The church from all over the world will be gathered when Christ returns (Revelation 7:9)
· God is a model missionary (Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:1-4; Deuteronomy 4:32-35; Habakkuk 2:14; John 1:1-18) – “go, went”
· Because we have examples of faithful missionaries to follow: Paul’s missionary model (Acts 13:1-3)
· Because of the Biblical theology of missions.

Extra  Resources: Missions by Andy Johnson;  Let the nations be glad by John Piper; A holy ambition by John Piper; The Mission of God by Christopher Wright; A time for mission by Samuel Escobar; The message of mission by Howard Peskett & Vinoth Ramachandra
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